
Contact us

FEE DETAILS

Please visit:  www.yenepoya.edu.in 
and download/print the application form and email to: 
forensicanthropology@yenepoya.edu.in, 
forensic@yenepoya.edu.in

Application form: Rs. 1,000/-
Course fee: Rs. 35,000/- 
Convocation fees (to be paid separately 
at a later date):  Rs. 4250/- 

For more information:
Dr. Vina Vaswani 
MD, M Phil, MA (Bioethics) PhD (Disaster Ethics)
Program Director,  PGDFAO
Professor, Department of Forensic Medicine & 
Toxicology,YMC and Director Centre for Ethics
Yenepoya deemed to be University, Mangalore
Email: vinavaswani@yenepoya.edu.in       
Phone: 9449003989

with National Innovation Foundation-India, and as 
Research Associate in a comprehensive Forensic 
Anthropological project funded by Directorate of 
Forensic Science, Ministry of Home Affairs. His extensive 
doctoral thesis (PhD) research work was based on 
the known human bone collections and referred 
cases for medico legal opinions at Forensic Medicine 
Departments of various Medical Colleges of the country 
for expert opinion which is one of its kind in India. 
Since 2015, he is associated as Resource Faculty for 
the course PGDFAO. Department of Forensic Medicine 
and Toxicology, Yenepoya deemed to be University.

O ffers

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY & ODONTOLOGY 

(PGDFAO)

 An innovative 
academic initiative

The Department of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology
Yenepoya Medical College (YMC), Yenepoya 

(deemed to be  University), Mangalore

For Admission related enquiries contact 
Course coordinator 
Dr Mohammed Nasir Ahmad, 
Assistant Professor, Dept of Forensic Medicine 
& Toxicology, YMC , Yenepoya deemed to be 
University, Mangalore 
Phone: 9406532084 

When
Receipt  of  applicat ion forms:

31 December of  ever y year
Course commences 
                  March ever y year

O ther  unique courses  of fered- 
•  MSc Research Ethics  (suppor ted by NIH 

grant  1R25T W010305)
•  Postgraduate Diploma in  B ioethics  & Medi-

cal  Ethics
•  Postgraduate Diploma in  Cl in ical  Ethics
•  I ntensive Summer Workshop in  Ethics  and 

Research
•  Environmental  Ethics  for  undergraduate 

students

Dr. Vina Vaswani 
Director Centre for Ethics 
and Professor department of 
Forensic Medicine & Toxicology at 
Yenepoya Medical College, Mangalore. She is trained 
in Forensic Anthropology in the Central Institute of 
Forensic Sciences (CIFS), Thailand, and in Air Crash 
Disaster Victim Identification in Incheon, South 
Korea. She has several publications to her credit, 
including a contribution to the recently revised 
Manual on Investigation on Extrajudicial, Arbitrary 
and Summary Executions (The Minnesota Protocol). 
She was former executive member of APMLA. 
(Asia Pacific Medico Legal Agencies)

Ms. Saritha D’Souza
Head of the Department of 

Criminology and Forensic Science at 
School of Social Work,Roshni Nilaya, 

Mangaluru, did her Ph.D. thesis on ‘Working 
Condition, Job Satisfaction and Social life of Civil 
Police Constables of Dakshina Kannada District, 
Karnataka’. Trained by Dr. B. Ashoka, former 
head of the department to provide consultancy 
in forensic analysis of finger prints, handwriting 
and signature found in disputed documents. 
She completed a research project assigned by 
the Superintended of Police Dakshina Kannada 
District on unnatural death cases in Belthangady 
taluk. She has experience in organizing Civilian 
Rifle Training Program. She has ten years teaching 
and seven years research experience in this field.



FacultyCourse Duration

was created in 1984 with offices in Buenos Aires, 
New York, Mexico and South Africa.  The EAAF through 
the application of forensic anthropology, archeology 
and genetics, aims to assist medico-legal investigations.  
He is member of the Forensic International Team 
leading the manual on Genetics and Human Rights, 
under the aegis of the government of Argentina and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross.  

One year (three contact programs); blended learning

Introduction

Very often a forensic expert is called upon to establish 
identity where the body is mutilated or decomposed 
beyond recognition or available as fragmentary remains.  
Forensic anthropology is the application of the science of 
anthropology in the medico-legal setting.   Likewise Forensic 
Odontology is the application of the dental science in the 
medico-legal setting for identifying unknown bodies. In 
tandem with the development of forensic pathology, forensic 
anthropology and odontology have undergone a sea change 
and thus there is a need for forensic experts in India to 
refresh their knowledge and training.  The Department of 
Forensic Medicine & Toxicology, Yenepoya Medical College, 
Yenepoya (deemed to be University), Mangalore offers 
a unique, innovative Postgraduate Diploma in Forensic 
Anthropology & Odontology, course since 2015 successfully. 
After completion of the course participants get updated 
knowledge and an enriching hands-on experience in disaster 
victim identification, odontology, anthropology and crime 
scene investigation. The one-year blended-learning course – 
designed especially for the practicing forensic expert – aims 
to fill the gap in the armamentarium of the forensic specialist. 
With national and internationally renowned forensic 
anthropologists as resource persons.  The course provides 
a ground knowledge in humanitarian ethics especially in 
context to dead and research on dead/ body/ parts/ remains  
, in addition to  forensic anthropology and odontology.  

Objectives

The topics covered are relevant, the teaching is 
interactive and assignments test the learning on 
regular basis. The following topics will be covered 
in the three modules: 

•  Simulation of Mass Disaster , steps to be 

followed

• Introduction to taphonomy and post mortem 

interval

• Biological profile in Skeletal remains 

(estimation of Sex, Age, Ancestry and Stature)

• The Identification process

• Complex cases (fragmented, commingled, 

burnt and dismembered)

• Sex determination from bones and skeletal 

remains

• Humanitarian Forensics

• Forensic odontology
• Crime scene mapping and investigation 
• Research MethodologySuccessful participants will be able to 

• Describe the roles and responsibilities of a forensic
          anthropologist within the medico-legal system 
• Become familiar with key aspects of the identification 

process in mass disasters (globally accepted standard) 
• Gain competencies in the basics of anthropology and 

anthropometry
• Become familiar with the concepts and processes of 

forensic odontology
• Develop the skill set needed in a crime scene 

investigation

Course Content

Eligibility

MBBS or BDS graduates; postgraduate students 

of MD or MDS; B Sc or M Sc Criminology; MSc 

Forensic Sciences; BSc/MSc Nursing; MSc 

Anatomy; LLB or LLM

Dr Jayanie Weeratna 
An experienced Forensic 
Odontologist from Sri Lanka. 
Dr. Weeratna was awarded a 
Commonwealth Scholarship 
to specialize in Forensic 
Odontology at Cardiff University, United Kingdom 
under world renowned forensic odontologist 
Professor David Whittaker. She is currently 
attached to the Institute of Forensic Medicine 
and Toxicology in Colombo, Sri Lanka as a full 
time Forensic Odontologist and is involved in 
many high profile forensic investigations in Sri 
Lanka and abroad. She is a full member of British 
Association for Forensic Odontology (BAFO).

                                   Dr. Mohammed Nasir Ahmad, 
Wi t h m o r e t h a n 1 0 y e a r s ’ 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  P h y s i c a l 

Anthropological Research, 
Educational training.  He is

Assistant Professor (Forensic Anthropology) Forensic. 
Anthropology Unit in the department of Forensic 
Medicine & Toxicology at Y M C .  Dr Nasir was associated 
with various scientific agencies like TATA- NIN centre, 
ICMR-NIN Hyderabad as Scientist C (Anthropologist),

                                     Luis Fondebrider  
 A world renowned forensic 
anthropologist and  Head of  ICRC’s 
Forensic unit. He was the founder 
President of Argentine Forensic 
Anthropology team (EAAF) which


